
20 Single-Syllable Words in Japanese 
 
Here are 20 one-syllable words in Japanese. These should be easy to memorize. However, 
please note that some words have more than one meaning as in many other languages. This list 
gives most typical definitions for beginners to learn. 
 

 
ひらがな かんじ はつおん いみ 

 
Hiragana Kanji Pronunciation Meaning 

1 い 胃 ee stomach 
2 え 絵 eh painting 
3 お 尾 oh tail 
4 か 蚊 ka mosquito 
5 き 木 ki tree 
6 け 毛 kay hair 
7 こ 子 ko child 
8 し 死 shi death 
9 す 酢 su vinegar 
10 ち 血 chi blood 
11 て 手 teh hand 
12 と ⼾ toh door 
13 は ⻭ ha tooth 
14 ひ 火 hee fire 
15 め 目 meh eye 
16 や 矢 ya arrow 
17 わ 輪 wa circle 
18 が 蛾 guh moth 
19 ぐ 具 goo content 
20 ば 場 ba place 
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